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Purdue Catholic Students are Actively Sharing their Faith and Helping Others 

 

Your support helps us to continue quality programs for our 

young Catholics at Purdue. 

Thanks to your support, Campus Renew has 

been a success!  We are excited about this 

new program of student led faith groups that 

enthusiastically share their faith with  others 

in their dorms and throughout Purdueõs 

campus.   

Purdue students are once again working hard 

to raise money for mission trips to Haiti and 

Bolivia. 

VS 

The Pride of Purdue and the St. Tomõs Community is at stake. The 

student stewardship challenge has begun!  IU has challenged the 

Newman Center at St. Tomõs to a student stewardship fundraising 

challenge. Go to  www.sttoms-purdue.org for more information. 
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St. Thomas Aquinas 

Dear St. Tomõs Family, 

                Greetings from Purdue! I hope that as this 

newsletter reaches you, you and your family are having a 

blessed holiday season. My desire for you is that you are 

able to experience the peace and joy of the season and 

are able to get away from the hustle and bustle that many 

people experience. 

                I would like to start by thanking you for your 

support. St. Tomõs has been my òhomeó for the past 4.5 

years and it saddens me to leave the community when I 

graduate here in December. I have made some amazing friends here and rarely 

a day goes by when I donõt see someone I know from St. Tomõs around campus. 

I really canõt imagine my life without St. Tomõs, and know that it will remain an 

integral part of my life. 

                I am so grateful for all the opportunities I have been blessed with. Last 

year, I was blessed to serve as the vice president of Purdue Catholic Students. 

We, as officers, were faced with the challenge of increasing attendance and we 

saw an increased interest in many small groups and with some of the larger 

activities we planned like Barn Dance in the fall and the Semi-Formal Dinner 

and Dance in the spring. 

There are so many opportunities that I have been able to participate in 

as a student. One of my favorites has been the Purdue Christ Encounter retreat. 

I have attended since freshman year and have found it to be an amazingly 

uplifting experience. Every semester it came at a time when I needed to renew 

my faith in Christ and I have always returned to classes recharged and excited 

about the Catholic faith. 

Thank you for your continued support and prayers for St. Tomõs. I know 

that my college career would not have been the 

same without the St. Tomõs staff and community. 

Please continue to support St. Tomõs, because 

thanks to you, students like myself are able to 

find a home away from home. Also, please 

continue to pray for the students at St. Tomõs, 

your prayers are always most appreciated! 

May God Bless you always! 

  

Kim Koehne 

Top:  Kim Koehne at St. Tomõs.  Above:  
Kim with other Purdue Catholic Students 

at a Purdue Christ Encounter Retreat. 



Sunday Night Dinners 

Annual Purdue Catholic Students Halloween Barn Dance  
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Fall Festival Fair 

Thank you to all who attended the Fall 

Festival Fair to support our ministries 

and local vendors.  

�3�O�H�D�V�H���U�H�P�H�P�E�H�U���6�W�����7�R�P�·�V���L�Q���\�R�X�U���Z�L�O�O�� 

It has become a tradition that every Sunday night 

the students gather in Newman Hall for dinner and 

camaraderie.  Thanks to your generosity, the new 

kitchen has allowed this event to happen. 

Breaking the traditional silence of a star-filled night, the PCS Barn Dance lit 

up Sarahõs Oaks barn with laughter, fun, and fellowship on Saturday, October 

24. The costume-themed party brought together over fifty students for a night 

of music, dancing, hot dogs and sõmores, and a genuine fun time. It was a 

wonderful opportunity to take a break from our studies and spend time with our 

brothers and sisters in Christ!  

Thank You Crocs! 

Crocs donated $2,000 pairs of shoes for our sister parish 

in Haiti.  Half have been distributed and Purdue Catholic 

Students will take the remainder on the mission trip this 

December.  

Purdue Christ Encounter Retreat 
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 Hunger HikeñSeptember 20, 2009 

St. Thomas Aquinas 

Hunger Hike was a great success with nearly 

1,100 people participating (250 more than 

2008!). St. Tomõs adult/family teams raised 

over $10,091, plus $755 were raised by the 

Life Guides and Purdue Catholic Students 

ACT service group. Proceeds for 2009 are 

still being collected with an estimated grand 

total > $79,000.  Funds go to Lafayette 

Urban Ministry, Food Finders Food Bank & 

the St. Tomõs Haiti Ministry.  The big winners 

are hungry families in our community and 

our sister parish, St. Francis Xavier in Haiti.  

Dr. Thomas Ryba is the University of Notre Dame Theologian-in-

Residence at the Saint Thomas Aquinas Catholic Center as well 

as Lecturer in Philosophy at Purdue University. Presented a 

public lecture on Wednesday October 21, 2009, in Krannert 

Auditorium. The title of the lecture is ò Moral Action at the Core 

of Personhood:  The lecture was co-sponsored by the Aquinas 

Educational Foundation, Purdueõs Religious Studies Program, 

and the Haigerty-Piguet Lecture Fund. 

Moral Action at the Core of Personhood: 

�7�K�H���(�Q�G�X�U�L�Q�J���/�H�J�D�F�\���R�I���3�R�S�H���-�R�K�Q���3�D�X�O���,�,�·�V���0�R�U�D�O���3�K�L�O�R�V�R�S�K�\�µ 

St. Tomõs moved from charity to advocacy on Oct 4 with a Bread 
for the World òOffering of Lettersó.  Ninety five people took time 

to advocate for the poorest people in the world by writing letters 

to Senator Bayh asking him to support S.1524, Foreign Assis-
tance Revitalization & Accountability Act of 2009, intended to 

make US foreign assistance more effective and efficient.  

�6�W�����7�R�P�·�V���&�R�Q�W�L�Q�X�H�V���W�R���S�X�W���)�D�L�W�K���L�Q�W�R���$�F�W�L�R�Q���I�R�U���W�K�H���+�X�Q�J�U�\���� 

Bread for the World 


