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Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 

 

Greetings from the Catholic community of Purdue! 

This new semester is already well underway, and 

with it the flurry of activity that is a part of life here 

has begun. Yet amidst the hustle and bustle of 

campus life, St. Tomõs boldly stands in the middle 

of campus reminding us as students that 

ultimately all of this activity must be centered on 

Christ, that He alone, and none of the other 

distractions that beg our attention, will fill us with 

life, meaning, purpose. It is a powerful witness, brought to life in the members of this 

community, who daily struggle to make this a reality in their own lives, and to support 

each other on this journey.  

 

In my own life as a student here at Purdue, now going on four years as I face my senior 

year in mechanical engineering, the presence of Christ on this campus has changed 

me in ways that are difficult to express. On this campus, and within the beloved walls 

of St. Tomõs, I have received an invitation to seize my faith anew, to embark on the 

great journey of love Christ is beckoning me to. And I can tell you, I have never felt as 

fulfilled, as at peace, as profoundly happy as I have in coming in touch with my faith at 

Purdue. It has vitalized every aspect of my life. Here at St. Tomõs I have encountered 

Christ, in the people I have met and with whom I have shared so many moments of 

discovery in faith-oriented groups, in the sacred silence of the Blessed Sacrament 

chapel, at Mass, on a mission trip to New Orleans, on the Purdue Christ Encounter 

(PCE) retreat,é I know the time I have spent here, as a grateful member of this 

community, will impact my life, because it already has. 

 

This is indeed a new semester, a new beginning, and St. Tomõs faces anew the 

challenge of proclaiming the good news to this campus. I am convinced that we are up 

to the challenge. Already, the semester has begun with a bang, with the Block Party 

and Mass on the Grass reaching out to the new members of this community and 

inviting them to become involved, to engage their faith in new and exciting ways. New 

groups have been started, old ones expandedñthere is a lot of energy! Ultimately, the 

hope is to bring people in touch with the reality that it is in placing Christ at the center 

of our lives, as the source of all we do, that we are transformed. Please pray with me 

that we may touch this campus to recognize this, 

that others may experience what those who are 

a part of this community of St. Tomõs already 

know, that Christ is òthe way and the truth and 

the lifeó (John 14:6). 

 

In the love of Christ and Mary, 

 

Bernie Davila 

President, Purdue Catholic Students 

Senior, School of Mechanical Engineering 
Purdue Christ Encounter Retreat 
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Food, Festivities and Fun  

at our 6TH Annual  

Parish Picnic 

The St. Tomõs community came together on 

August 16th at Fort Ouiatenon for a fun-filled 

afternoon. The adults relaxed with good food 

and conversation while the kids were 

entertained with a magician and games. 

Comedian Judy McDonald  

A special thank you to the Finn Family 

for their generous donation which made 

this fun event possible. 

On August 28th Purdue Catholic Students and 

the Finn Family presented this special event to 

welcome incoming Purdue Catholic Students.  

They  rocked out to our local Catholic band 

POPPLE  and laughed out loud to comedian 

Judy McDonald. 

Several hundred people attended the Block 

Party.  Rainy weather forced it to be held in 

Newman Hall, but that didnõt dampen the 

spirits of the enthusiastic crowd.   

Dan Harms & 
Kyle Heimann  


