


2  St. Thomas Aquinas: The Catholic Center at Purdue 

IN OUR PARISH 
From a homily of Fr. Patrick at a Penance Service in 2008... 

I suspect most of us are familiar with 12-step programs.  The 
grandparent of them all is Alcoholics Anonymous and it has 
given birth to many others like Overeaters Anonymous, Narcotics 
Anonymous and Gamblers Anonymous and on and on.  These 
programs have had great success in helping people to overcome 

addictions which were often destroying their lives.    

I bring up these 12-step programs because they are coincidentally (actually it is not 
a coincidence) very much like what we will experience tonight in this penance 
service.  In fact when I reflect on 12-step programs, I think in some ways they have 
done a better job in explaining and promoting the sort of reconciliation that can lead 
to a profound sense of forgiveness and healing, and just as importantly, conversion.  

Let me recite for you just a few of the steps and I think it is easy to see similarities to 
our Catholic sacrament of reconciliation and the process of healing that we hope 
will come from the sacrament.  In the 12-step programs of recovery we hear: 

Step 3:  Made a decision to turn our will and our lives over to the care of God; 

Step 4:  Made a searching and fearless moral inventory of ourselves; 

Step 5:  Admitted to God, to ourselves, and to another human being the exact nature 
of our wrongs.  

In these three steps we see some pretty basic elements of what we would like to 
experience tonight.  Hopefully we come into this penance service already disposed 
to trusting in God’s will for our lives.  Then we examine ourselves and reflect on what 
it is in our lives we hope to change – where have we sinned – where do we need 
conversion?  Finally we admit those faults to God and to ourselves and to another 
person – here the priest.  The 12-step programs recognize too the powerful healing 
that comes from sharing these things with another person AND with God.  Yet they 
recognize something else and maybe stress it in a different or better way – there’s 
got to be an ongoing conversion.  It is not enough to say I am sorry – end your 
addictions – heal – make amends when we have hurt others – we need to radically 
change our life.    

This penance service too should also mark a new beginning in our lives.  It is not 
enough to confess our sins and go away – there should be something more.  There 
should be a resolution to go forward from here a different, better person.  

That at times may be an area where the 12-step programs may do a better job 
because it is not limited to coming into a penance service, stating our sins and 
walking out –  then going about life as it was.  That is certainly NOT what is expected 
in the 12-step program of recovery. And it is not expected here.  It is a program of 
recovery! It is the beginning of a new life – and that is what we presume happened 
in the story of the woman caught in adultery.  

When we hear the gospel reading, it announces the new beginning for a sinful 
person.  

Notice Jesus’ last words to the woman, “go and don’t sin any more.” Jesus has 
forgiven her sin but he expects her to live a life of grace and union with God from 
now on by not sinning any more. Jesus doesn’t say that sin does not matter because 
sin does matter.  It hurts our relationship with God.   

When we receive Jesus’  forgiveness he expects us to live as new people afterwards. 
That is precisely the attitude with which we are to come to receive the Sacrament of 
Reconciliation. It would make no sense to come to confession if we intended to 
continue committing the same sin again. In weakness we may commit the same sin 
again but as we come to confession if we do not intend to amend our lives then 
surely we cannot say that we are truly sorry for our sins.   

I included the reading at the beginning of our service because it speaks to that 
whole conversion process – of the impact forgiveness has in our lives and the 
responsibility we have.  

 

 

  Fr. Patrick, O.P. 

Mass Schedule & Intentions 
 

SUNDAY, MARCH 21 
 Readings: Is 43:16-21/Phil 3:8-14/Jn 8:1-11 
 9:00 am Vera Gale  
 11:00 am Conor Frailey 
 7:00 pm Rev. John Bach 
 9:00 pm Thomas Sullivan 
 

MONDAY, MARCH 22 
 Readings: Dn 13:41c-62/Jn 8:12-20 
 11:30 am Stanley Rybicki  
 5:30 pm Rev. Andrew Dudzinski  
 

TUESDAY, MARCH 23 
 Readings: Nm 21:4-9/Jn 8:21-30 
 11:30 am Rev. Ed Kacena 
 5:30 pm Paul Grover  
 

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 24 
 Readings: Dn 3:14-20.91-92, 95/Jn 8:31-42 
 11:30 am Laurette Micaletti 
 9:00 pm Rev. Brian Dudzinksi 
 

THURSDAY, MARCH 25—ANNUNCIATION OF THE LORD 
 Readings: Is 7:10-14, 8:10/Heb 10:4-10/Lk 1:26-38 
 11:30 am The Monco Family 
 5:30 pm Mary Josephine Pernia  
 

FRIDAY, MARCH 26 
 Readings: Jer 20:10-13/Jn 10:31-42 
 11:30 am Aimee Gandour  
 

SATURDAY, MARCH 27 
 Readings: Ez 37:21-28/Jn 11:45-46 
 11:30 am The Negrau Family 
 5:30 pm Rev. Chris Shocklee 
 

SUNDAY, MARCH 28 
 Readings: Lk 19:28-40/Is 50:4-7/Phil 2:6-11/Lk 22:14-23:56 
 9:00 am William Breiner   
 11:00 am Paul Grover  
 7:00 pm Conor Frailey 
 9:00 pm Staff 

Liturgy of  the Hours 
 Held in Baptistery. All are welcome! 
 

SUNDAY-FRIDAY 
 5:05 pm Evening Prayer 
 

MONDAY-FRIDAY 
 8:30 am Morning Prayer 

Reconciliation 
The reconciliation room is in the back corner of the church, 
near the Marian niche. Also available by appointment. 

 

MONDAY AND THURSDAY 
 3:30 pm Individual Reconciliation 



Please remember St. Thomas Aquinas 

in your will. 
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PARISH NEWS AND NOTES 

Spotlight On... 
Showing our appreciation for the individuals, groups, and 
businesses that support our parish in one way or another. This 
week’s spotlight is on: 

Pepe’s Mexican Restaurant 
2525 Sagamore Pkwy South  

Lafayette, IN 47909 
(765) 448--1888 

We would like to thank all of our contributors (see the back of the 
bulletin!), for their generous and gracious support. Thank You! 

Just One 
Opportunities at St. Tom’s 

 

Tap into your faith at Theology on Tap! 
 

Details on page 4. 

This message brought to you by the Parish Pastoral Council. 

Franciscan Retreat April 16-18, 2010 
The Conventual Franciscans are offering a Vocation Retreat 
April 16-18, 2010 for single men, ages 16-40, who are 
interested in learning more about priesthood and brotherhood.  
Come and experience our fraternity, our prayer life, and our 
mission as we live the Gospel in today’s world. The retreat is at 
Mount St. Francis Center for Spirituality (near Louisville, 
Kentucky). It begins Friday evening and ends Sunday by noon.  
There is no cost for the weekend.  For more information, 
please contact Friar Paul Schloemer, 800.424.9955 or email: 
franvoc@aol.com. 

Lenten Friday Prayer Service and 
Simple Suppers 
On each Friday in Lent we will have a prayer service starting at 
5:30PM, followed by a Simple Supper from 6-7 PM in Newman 
Hall.  The theme for the prayer services is "Stations of the 
Cross".  Various church groups will be hosting the Simple 
Suppers.  The Host for March 26h is JustFaith and Social 
Concerns Ministry.  Please join us with your prayerful spirit, 
joyful smile and healthful appetite.  All are welcome! 

February 27, 2010 - March 5, 2010 
 
 Total Cash Received ............................. $29.021 
   Sunday Collection ............................... $12,578 

 (RP-$11,743 / Students-$420 / Visitors-$415) 
   Haiti Earthquake Relief ........................ $9,716 
   Fruitful Harvest ............................................. $0 
   Development ........................................ $2,219
 Total Cash Paid Out .............................. $60,500 
 

 YTD Cash Received ............................ $362,702 
   Sunday Collection ............................... $93,529 

 (RP-$87,469 / Students-$2,217 / Visitors-$3,842) 
   Haiti Earthquake Relief .................... $106,589 
   Fruitful Harvest ................................... $54,183 
   Development ...................................... $19,218 
 YTD Cash Paid Out ............................. $199,176 
 

 * Numbers are not final until reviewed by the Finance Committee * 

EASTER VIGIL RECEPTION  
Help is needed to welcome new Catholics into our faith 
community with the traditional reception following the Easter 
Vigil celebration that will be held this year on April 3.  We will 
need many dozens of cookies, brownies, veggies & dip, cheese 
& crackers; any kind of finger-foods.  Please call the office or e-
mail Eileen Strater: eileen@boilercatholics.org to volunteer to 
bring treats for the Easter Vigil Reception. 

Thank you 
for your generosity in last week’s Catholic Relief Services 
Collection.  Because of you, people all over the world will 
receive vital assistance.  You have truly given hope  
to Jesus in disguise. Please visit www.usccb.org/
nationalcollections to learn more about the programs and 
projects supported by The Catholic Relief Services Collection. 

Adult Confirmation 
Catholics 18 or older who wish to receive the Sacrament of 
Confirmation should contact Eileen Strater at 
eileen@boilercatholics.org . The Diocesan Adult Confirmation 
liturgy will take place on May 16, 2010, at 3 pm at The 
Cathedral of St. Mary of the Immaculate Conception in 
Lafayette.  
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Vocation Information 

If you are interested in religious life, 
please contact these vocation directors. 

 

Dominicans Diocese of Lafayette 
Fr. Andrew-Carl Wisdom, O.P. Fr. Brian M. Doerr 
wisdomop@yahoo.com revbdoerr@priestforever.org 

Corner 

Family Promise Volunteer Training  
Volunteer Training for those who have signed up to help with 
Family Promise but have not yet been through the training will 
be held at St. Tom’s, Rm. 3 on Saturday, March 27 at 9:30-
12:30PM.  Please call Jill Hostetler, Executive Director, at  838
-3651 to register.  If you have any questions, you may also call 
Steve Starks, parish coordinator, at 742-1188. 

Theology on Tap  
is an opportunity for adults in their 20’s and 30’s to meet new 
friends, grab a beer, and explore current issues as they relate 
to their Catholic faith.  Our next session will be on March 23, 
2010 at Harry’s (upstairs).  You are invited to join us for dinner 
at 7:00 and the brief presentation will begin at 7:30 followed 
by group discussion.  This month’s discussion is titled "Life is 
Sacred" and will be led by Evelyn Burton.  If you have any 
questions, feel free to visit our facebook page.  See you on the 
23rd. 

College Summer Retreat Registration 
ends April 25th!  The Diocese of Lafayette-in-Indiana is hosting 
a retreat for college-aged young adults (19-22) this summer.   
from Saturday, May 15th through Monday, May 17th. This 
retreat will focus on topics like developing a personal 
spirituality, explaining and defending your faith, rei-gniting your 
prayer life, and more!  Cost is $80, and registration forms are 
available online at www.dol-in.org  (search “Young Adults”) or 
by contacting Eric Lecher, Associate Director for Youth and 
Young Adult Formation at elecher@dol-in.org, or 765-474-
6644.  

St. Monica Ministry 
Evangelization is a topic that is of utmost important to all of us 
in the local church.  Please join us at Blessed Sacrament 
Church on Tuesday, March 23rd for a Mass in honor of St. 
Monica.  We will ask her intercession to bring loved ones back 
to the church.  After Mass, we will pray a devotion to her for this 
purpose.  For more information, call Cecile Dale at 463-5733. 

How to Dispose of  Unused Medicines:   
Don’t flush prescription drugs down the toilet unless label 
instructs to do so. Throw the drugs in household trash, but 
first: take out of original containers and mix with an 
undesirable substance: such as used coffee grounds or kitty 
litter, and put in a sealed bag, empty can or other container to 
prevent leaking or breaking out of garbage bag.  Before 
throwing out container, scratch out all identifying information 
on the label. 

From your St. Thomas Aquinas Health Cabinet 

Battle of  the Praise Bands 
Join us for the Battle of the Praise Bands  on April 17, 2010 
12:00 p.m. Covenant Church, West Lafayette, IN  

Do you enjoy relaxing afternoons with your family, while 
listening to some great music? Then come out on Saturday, 
April 17 and support Family Promise, a non-profit organization 
that dedicates its time to helping families in need. They will be 
hosting a ‘Battle of the Praise Bands’ from noon – 6pm. There 
will be a $2.00 entrance fee while children 10 and under get in 
for free. Food will be available for a small price and donations 
will be greatly appreciated!  You’ll never find such a great 
group of Praise Bands together performing on the same day 
again!  

  Performing Bands are:   

• The Celebration Band of Central Presbyterian 

• St. Thomas Aquinas’  Praise Band 

• The Mustard Seeds of St. Andrew United Methodist  

• Otterbein United Methodist Church Praise Band 

• Dayton United Methodist Justin Pascal Band 

If you have questions, contact Becky Fry, at dbj4715@aol.com. 

DODGEBALL 
The Youth Ministry year is almost over so why not end with a 
friendly game of Dodgeball? Join your LifeGuides and fellow 
classmates for an afternoon of Dodgeball fun! 

When: March 28th, 2010 

Where: Meet in Newman Hall and we will walk over to 
Memorial Mall on Purdue’s Campus (Weather Permitting) Rain 
Location: TBA 
Time: 12:00 (After Life Teen classes) – 1:30pm 
Cost: Free!! 
Contact Katy if you are still interested in participating. 

Parents, feel free to come and cheer! Maybe even make a 
poster or two. Anyone grades 6-12 are welcome to join! 
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Monday 
6:30 - 7:30 pm  @ St. Tom's 
6:30 - 7:30 pm  @ St. Tom's (Spanish Group) 
8:00 - 9:00 pm  @ Windsor Hall 
9:00 - 10:00 pm  @ Shreve Hall 

Tuesday  
7:00 - 8:00 pm  @ Hillenbrand Hall 
8:30 - 9:30 pm  @ Cary Quadrangle Hall 

Wednesday  
7:00 - 8:00 pm  @ Wiley Hall 
8:00 - 9:00 pm  @ St. Tom’s (PCGS) 

Thursday 
7:30 - 8:30 pm  @ Earhart Hall 

For more information, contact pdavila@purdue.edu  

Holy Week - Triduum 2010  
“Come and See”  

with the Adrian Dominican Sisters  
Single, Catholic women, 18-35, are invited to Adrian, Michigan 
to celebrate and discern life as an Adrian Dominican during 
our Holy Week - Triduum celebrations.  Plan to arrive by 3pm 
on Thursday, April 1 and depart after lunch on Sunday, April 4, 
2010. To RSVP, please contact Sister Durstyne Farnan, OP, at 
vocations@adriandominicans.org or 517-266-3530 by Friday, 
March 26, 2010. Learn more about us at 
www.adriandominicans.org. 

 
PCS News 

[Purdue Catholic Students] 
Got Catholic? WE DO!  

Every day, there is an opportunity for you to share and live 
out His Good Word. Here are just a few of the ongoing 
activities during the week. If you want to explore more, 
please check out our website (www.purduecatholics.com), 
facebook fan page (Purdue Catholic Students), or e-mail 
me at mpaparie@purdue.edu.  Pace (Peace)! 

MONDAY: 
Campus Renew: Renew your faith! Come deepen, share, 
and connect your faith with action. See information under 
Campus Renew about the different meeting times and 
locations. 
Rosary: 9PM at Marian niche (back of church) 

TUESDAY: 
Fr. Brian's Bible Study: 8PM in the Newman Hall 
Eucharistic Adoration: 9PM in the church 

WEDNESDAY: 
Community of Grace: Prayer meeting filled with scripture, 
the Rosary, and song. Meet 7:30Pm in Room 4. 
Theology of the Body and Love and Responsibility: All 
college students are invited to take a fresh look at the 
dynamics between men and women.  Wednesdays @ 
7:30pm in the Thomas More Room. 

THURSDAY: 

CROSS Bible Study: 6PM in Room 24 

FRIDAY: 
PCS SPORTS: Meet 5:30PM outside the Co-Rec for some 
fun sporting activity! 
Stations of the Cross: Fridays @ 5:30PM in the church 
Simple Suppers: 6PM 
Catholic Truth League: 7PM in the Thomas More Room 

SATURDAY: 
11:30AM Daily Mass 
Saturday Night Movie Night: Join our Brothers and Sisters 
in watching a wonderful movie. Popcorn provided! Meet in 
the Thomas More Room (basement of St. Tom's) at 7PM. 

SUNDAY: 
Sunday Night Dinner: Join us for great food and great 
times for just $2! Dinner starts at 5:30PM in the Newman 
Hall (basement of St. Tom's). 

Harry Potter Meets Catholic Theology:  8:10pm in room 3. 

 

Purdue Catholic Students 
“Embrace the Tide!” on the Purdue Christ Encounter (PCE) 
Retreat, April 9-11th.  The PCE Retreat is designed and led by 
Purdue students for Purdue students.  PCE offers you a time 
away from campus to learn more about yourself, your faith, 
and other Purdue Catholic Students.  Registration available 
online!  http://www.boilercatholics.org/PCE. 

Annual Masquerade Ball!   

You are cordially invited to the annual 
Purdue Catholic Students semiformal!  
Saturday, March 27, 2010, 7-10 pm 
in Newman Hall of St. Thomas 
Aquinas.  Tickets are $5.00 in 
advance and $10 at the door. 



 

Good Friday Way of the Cross: 
Christ’s Passion for Peace & Justice 

 

1:00 pm - April 2 
Starting at St. Thomas Aquinas Center 
 535 West State St., West Lafayette 

    
 

Please join us for this time of deep reflection and 
prayer. Participants will walk through Purdue 

campus, stopping at 14 campus sites. At each 
station, the traditional associated scripture will be 

read, followed by a related reading that focuses on 
justice in the modern world,  
and ending in group prayer. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

Also join us for the traditional 3:00 pm liturgy at St. Tom’s. 

“This Way of the Cross seeks to use both eyes of 
theology ……with one eye focused on the historical 

Jesus: his life, condemnation, death and resurrection.  It 
is also a Way of Justice, its other eye focused on the 
Christ of faith who continues his passion today in his 

brothers and sisters who are being condemned, tortured, 
and killed for the cause of justice.” 

Leonardo Boff 


